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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Judy Wilkinson 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Yes 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The ability to lead a shift towards positive long-term behaviours. Local people are not being 
engaged in what they can do, based on their interest, skills and experience to contribute to 
climate change. Subsidiarity is not occurring so here is little bottom-up activity - good 
intentions but lacking action.  

New developments are being built without a holistic plans for food growing, supply chains 
and encouragement of local neighbourhood economy. The rush to build as part of the 
recovery without climate change planning ‘locks-in’ greenhouse gas emissions and increases 
climate risk. 

The good proposals from Commonweal about climate investments to support the economic 
recovery and jobs are not being discussed at Government and local levels.  

Covid19 emergency has meant there is a concentration on food banks and sorting out 
hunger. This should go hand in hand with supporting local food growing to build food security 
and resilience to climate change.  

Incentives to reduce emissions should be coupled with fairness to increase the quality of life 
and health of all. Engaging with the natural world is fundamental to a resilient recovery. 
Prioritise the Good Food Nation work.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Land reform and land use, the Land Commission protocols of community engagement and 
land ownership are not yet implemented across the country.  

Integrate food growing into urban planning.  

Work with local authorities to develop positive and far reaching actions on Food Growing and 
Food plans. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Fund appropriately how a vision for Scotland as a mosaic of growing spaces of all kinds from 
small farms using regenerative agriculture in rural areas to urban areas with houses, 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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community, forest and school gardens, allotments, orchards, wild life, denizens in an 
abundant, harmonious landscape. This overall vision should be supported from the health, 
economic and food and drink as well as the climate change portfolios. There is an immense 
opportunity to engage everyone in contributing to our well being and quality of life as part of 
a resilient recovery based on the sustainable development principles.  

General response 

Polls are consistently showing that people want change. During the Covid 19 lock-down many 
people discovered the joys of gardening and cooking their produce. The interest, skills, 
knowledge and passion is available that could enthuse others and contribute to the green 
recovery - it just needs recognising, encouraging and supporting.   


